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GRACE ABBOTT
Class of 1895
Hall of Honor 1983

Grace Abbott, internationally known social worker and reformer, was an early 20" century
feminist who championed the rights of women, children and the oppressed.

Eighteen years with the United States Children’s Bureau enabled Grace to bring about
child labor laws in the country, improve immigrant protection, and to initiate state programs
coordinated federally for maternal and child health.

BENJAMIN AVILA
Class of 1972
Hall of Honor 1993

Beniji, as his friends call him, has always been an active, loving son who pursued his goals
with passion and vigor. The bigger the challenge, the better. In all his years, Benji has
had a close relationship with his parents.

As a young man growing up, he participated in many of the traditional children’s activities
such as the Kiwanis Kid’s Day Parade. As a young man, he was a compassionate citizen
and a hard worker.

Benji once rented a Santa suit to provide Christmas gifts to children he knew would have
little or nothing from Santa Claus.

In his high school years, he took his education and work seriously. One of his passions
was music. He was actively involved in marching band in Senior High and at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln. He helped establish a scholarship program for Hispanic students.

Since graduating from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Benji has worked as an assistant

to the Dean of Education at the University of Nebraska-Kearney, and as an educational
consultant for the Houston Public Schools. He is a noted leader in bilingual education.

DR. WILLIAM BARRETT
Class of 1948
Hall of Honor 1984
Teacher, author, computer engineer, electrical engineer, industrial scientist and inventor.

Dr. William A. Barrett was trained in physics and mathematics at the Universities of
Nebraska and Utah. He invented a magnetic memory device for the Bell System.

Grand Island Public Schools Foundation



Grand Island Senior High

HALL OF HONOR BIOGRAPHIES

GIPSFOUNDATION

Barrett has developed courses in computer engineering and language translation at
Lehigh University. He designed a special compiler for the Hewlett-Packard Company.

He is currently forming a new company to develop and market intelligent integrated circuit
design tools.

DR. JAMES G. BASTIAN
Class of 1944
Hall of Honor 1985

James G. Bastian, Ph.D., is an authority on 16" century organist and composer Claudio
Merulo. The Doane College Professor of Fine Arts has published six volumes of Merulo’s
sacred works through the American Institute of Musicology.

In his 30" year at Doane, Dr. Bastian is working on locating and editing the composer’s
secular works for publication.

Dr. Bastian was appointed to Doane College’s first permanently endowed chair.

DR. ARTHUR F. BENTLEY
Class of 1885
Hall of Honor 1989

Dr. Arthur F. Bentley is now considered to be one of the foremost American scholars of
this century. His research and writing encouraged the creation of a new method of
studying human society: the behavioral sciences.

To complete his undergraduate degree from John Hopkins University, Bentley researched
the condition of central Nebraska farmers in the early 1880’s. This work is today
considered to be one of the most significant studies done on western agricultural history.

His book, “The Process of Government: A Study of Social Pressures,” is a classic in the
field of political science.

MILAN D. BISH
Class of 1947
Hall of Honor 1987

Milan D. Bish has been very successful in private business as the president of his
companies, Mid-Continent Enterprises and Bish Machinery.

Mr. Bish was Republican State Chairman and Regional Political Director of the Committee
to Elect Reagan-Bush.
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In 1984, Bish completed a tenure as Ambassador in the eastern Caribbean with specific
responsibility to five countries. In March of 1984, Ambassador Bish was presented the
State Department’s “Superior Honor Award” by Secretary Schultz for his work in
connection with the Grenada Rescue Mission crisis.

CHARLES D. “CHUCK” BOSSELMAN
Class of 1963
Hall of Honor 2013

Charles D. “Chuck” Bosselman was born in Grand Island, Nebraska to Fred and Maxine
Bosselman, the second of four children. After graduating from Grand Island Senior High in
1963, Bosselman attended Kearney State College and married Janet Wiese in 1965. He
was an integral part of broadening the family business from truck stops to all of the
businesses that comprise the Bosselman Companies, including Pump & Pantry, Boss
Shops, Grandma Max’s, Nebraska Danger Indoor Professional Football, and various motels
and quick serve food concepts. The Bosselman Companies have been in business since
1948 when Chuck’s father, Fred Bosselman, opened up the first Bosselman location,
“Bosselman Eaton.” Chuck was the key reason why the business survived and continues
to thrive into its 4th generation of the Bosselman Family.

In 1967, Chuck became General Manager of the Grand Island I-80 Bosselman Truck Plaza.
Soon after, he expanded the Travel Center operations to several locations throughout the
Midwest. Because of his foresight and leadership in this industry, Bosselman was elected
to the Truck Stop Hall of Fame in 2012.

During the early 70’s, Bosselman raced late model race cars and won many
championships, including the Nebraska State Fair Championship. He was named to the
Nebraska Auto Racing Hall of Fame in 2012.

Bosselman brought together a handful of truck stop industry leaders in 1988, establishing
‘Ambest” (America’s Best Truck Stops), made up of a cooperative network of 150+ of the
nation’s best independent truck stops. Ambest is still the industry leader and a major
factor in independent truck stops surviving in today’s competitive market.

Bosselman was the driving force in establishing the Uni-Maxx Truck Care Network in 2011.
This full-service truck repair shop network included his own Boss Truck Shops, plus
Wingfoot Truck Care Centers. This network is the nation’s second largest offering high
quality service and maintenance to truckers with locations coast to coast.

Bosselman based his business decisions on the foundations of Pride, Cleanliness, Fun,
Integrity and Friendliness, and earned his reputation by hard work, sweat, and commitment
to the customer. He participated in every aspect of the company to ensure it’s success;
he would ask no employee to do what he wasn’t willing to do himself.

He was also an active leader within local and industry communities. Some involvement
included: Crane Meadows, Heartland Events Center, Fonner Park sponsor of the $100,000
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Bosselman/Gus Fonner Handicap, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts, Crisis
Center, American Red Cross, United Way, Stuhr Museum, Children’s Miracle Network,
Make-A-Wish Foundation, Goodwill, academic scholarships, Grand Island College Park, 4-
H, National Arthritis Foundation, National Cancer Society and the lead gift funder for the
GISH “Restoring a Masterpiece” campaign for the performing arts auditorium.

Following a battle with cancer, Bosselman passed away in 2012. At that time, he was
Chairman of the Board of the Bosselman Companies and oversaw 1,500 employees in 20
states.

JOSEPHINE A. BROWN
Class of 1899
Hall of Honor 1992

Josephine A. Brown’s life’'s work was with the YWCA.

In 1912, together with Margaret O’Connell, National Field Secretary for the YWCA,
Josephine organized a campaign for the organization of the YWCA in Hall County. That
year the YWCA became a reality.

One of twelve children, Josephine spent eleven years in China organizing rural centers for
the education of Chinese women and training leaders to conduct schools in the reading
and writing of the Chinese Language. She later returned to the United States where she
continued her work through the China Relief Association.

GEN. THEODORE BUECHLER
Class of 1912
Hall of Honor 1983

Gen. Theodore Buechler was a four star general, giving 36 years of illustrious service to
the U.S. Army.

A 1917 graduate of West Point, Buechler served under Gen. Douglas MacArthur in the
Philippines, as well as under President Dwight D. Eisenhower during World War ll. In 1942,
he was promoted to Brigadier General.

Mr. Buechler organized the Grand Island area civil defense planning following his 1953
retirement.
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AMY C. CANNELLA, MD, MS, RhMSUS
Class of 1989
Hall of Honor 2017

Dr. Amy Cannella was born in Omaha, NE, at the University of Nebraska Medical Center
(UNMC). She was raised in Grand Island, graduating with the Grand Island Senior High
class of 1989. She received her undergraduate degree from Washington University in St.
Louis, MO. In 1993, Canella returned to UNMC to pursue her medical degree. She has
also obtained an MS, Internal Medicine training at UNMC and currently works and teaches
for the University.

From 2001-2003, Cannella attended the University of Utah for fellowship training in
Rheumatology. Prior to returning to UNMC in 2005, she served on the faculties of the
University of Missouri, Columbia, and the University of Utah, and spent a year in Florida in
private practice.

After training in Glasgow, Scotland, Dr. Cannella was among the first rheumatologists in the
U.S. to utilize Musculoskeletal Ultrasound (MSUS) for the care of patients with rheumatic
disease. She has subsequently been actively training rheumatologists on the local and
national level, developing a national curriculum and publishing on education and the
evolution of MSUS in the United States.

In addition to patient care, education is her passion. Establishing the rheumatology
fellowship program at UNMC in 2005, Cannella continues to serve as the program
director. UNMC consistently ranks among the top programs in the country, receiving
award funding from the American College of Rheumatology (ACR) and boasts a 100%
board pass rate since inception. Also known for her innovative teaching style, Cannella is
a recipient of the Residency Top Teacher award and the 2017 College of Medicine
Pioneering Women in Basic Science Education Award. She has served on national ACR
education committees, and currently chairs the Continuing Assessment in Rheumatology
Education (CARE) committee.

Humbled and honored by this recognition, Dr. Cannella credits a large measure of her
success to her patients, who give her perspective; her colleagues for inspiring excellence;
her trainees for pushing her to be better; and her teachers for their high expectations. She
also credits her family, including her mother, who exemplifies compassion and
perseverance; her father, who models integrity and dependability; her siblings who hold
each other accountable; her husband who always sees the good in others; and her three
children, who remind her to “have fun!”
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EARL CLAUSSEN
Class of 1942
Hall of Honor 2004

In 1943 Earl Claussen entered the U.S. Navy and served on the Aircraft Carrier Natoma Bay
until 1945. In 1947 Earl joined his father and brothers in their successful contracting
business, John Claussen Sons General Contractors. The youngest brother of four
children, Earl was shortly named president of the company. With the exception of a brief
stint supervising a contracting project in Ogallala, Earl and his wife Maxine (Finnie

Walker) made their home in Grand Island.

Though he and Maxine did not have any children, Mr. Claussen did not shun civic duty and
was an active member of his community. He was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church, Platt-Duetsche Society, Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion Post #53,
Liederkranz, BPOE Elks #604, Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #378, United Commercial
Travelers, Saddle Club, Central Nebraska Shrine Club, Masonic Lodge #318 of Grand
Island, Scottish Rite of Hastings, Tehema Temple of Hastings, and the Association of the
Men of Natoma Bay.

Mr. Claussen passed away in 1984, and by 1986, his legacy was beginning to take shape.
Always civic-minded, Earl and Maxine had directed their attorney to set up a trust with the
assets of their estate which would continue to give back to the community beyond their

lifetimes. The Earl & Maxine Claussen Trust began with $780,000 from the estate. Since
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