
About Grand Island Public Schools
Grand Island Public Schools offer comprehensive education to
students in pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. The school
system is comprised of the Early Learning Center for pre-kin-
dergarten students, 14 elementary schools for pre-kindergarten
through fifth-grade students, three middle schools for sixth-
through eighth-grade students, one high school for students in
grades nine through 12, one alternative middle school, and one
alternative high school. The district has approximately 9,000
students and employs approximately 1,400 people.

The Central Nebraska Support Service Program (CNSSP) is a
three-county special education cooperative sponsored by Grand
Island Public Schools. CNSSP provides identification, support,
continuous assessment, individualized services for students birth
through 21 years of age, and training opportunities for parents,
staff, and community partners.

The English Language Acquisition (ELA) program serves English
Language Learners in grades Pre-K through 12. One component
of the ELA program is the Newcomers program, where students 
receive full-day ELL instruction in elementary schools and
instruction in core subjects in secondary schools.

Mission of the School District 
Every Student, Every Day, a Success.

Within Grand Island Public Schools,

• ��Every student will be taught to read, write, and 
communicate effectively; solve problems; acquire and  
apply knowledge; and demonstrate mastery through  
performance to the best of the student’s abilities;

• Every student will be treated with fairness and dignity;

• �Every student will experience a sense of belonging, 
contribution, and success; and

• �Every student will develop responsibility and show  
respect for others as well as oneself.

In educating students, we teach hearts as well as minds. 

Every Student,  
Every Day,  
a Success! 

Pre-Kindergarten
Early Learning Center	 4360 W. Capital Ave.	 385-5655

Elementary Schools
Dodge	 641 S. Oak St.	 385-5889
Engleman	 1812 Mansfield Rd.	 385-5902
Gates	 2700 W. Louise St.	 385-5892
Howard	 502 W. Ninth St.	 385-5916
Jefferson	 1314 W. Seventh St.	 385-5922
Knickrehm	 2013 N. Oak St.	 385-5927
Lincoln	 805 N. Beal St.	 385-5924
Newell	 2700 W. 13th St.	 385-5905
Seedling Mile	 3208 E. Seedling Mile	 385-5910
Shoemaker	 4160 Old Potash Hwy.	 385-5936
Starr	 315 Wyandotte St.	 385-5882
Stolley Park	 1700 W. Stolley Park	 385-5913
Wasmer	 318 S. Clark St.	 385-5920
West Lawn	 3022 W. College St.	 385-5930

Middle Schools
Barr	 602 W. Stolley Park 	 385-5875
Walnut	 1600 N. Custer Ave.	 385-5990
Westridge	 4111 W. 13th St.	 385-5886

Grand Island Senior High School 
2124 N. Lafayette Ave.	 385-5950

Alternative Schools
Middle School
Located at Walnut 	 1600 N. Custer Ave.	 385-5723

SANDS (Success and New Directions)
Located near GISH 	 1912 N. Lafayette Ave. 	 385-5885

Kneale Administration Building 
123 S. Webb Rd. 		  385-5900

CNSSP (Central Nebraska Support Service Program)

123 S. Webb Rd.		  385-5900

Student and Family Services
Outreach Center	 1306 W. Third St.	 385-5244
Welcome Center	 1127 S. Locust St.	 385-5551

www.gips.org

Every Student, Every Day, a Success! 

www.gips.org

How to Enroll a Child in School
Students in grades K-8 attend neighborhood schools.  
Parents should call the Kneale Administration Building at  
(308) 385-5900 for attendance information. Items needed  
for registration include:

• The child’s birth certificate (from the state)

• Parents’ names, address, telephone number

• Names of places where parents work 

• Names and birth dates of all brothers and sisters

• Immunization records

• The child’s Social Security number

• Transcripts from any previous schools attended

• Proof of physical examination

• �Name and address of someone other than parents  
to contact in case of an emergency

      Welcome to 

Grand Island Public Schools!

It is the policy of Grand Island Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, color,  
religion, origin, sex, age, marital status or pregnancy, or other protected conditions in its 
educational programs, activities, or employment policies as required by the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation  
Act of 1973 and the Nebraska Equal Education Opportunity Act, and the Grand Island 
Board of Education Policies 1310 and 1311.                                                           3-2010

G i ve  Yo u r  C h i l d  t h e  A d v a n t a g e  o f  
A t t e n d i n g  G r a n d  I s l a n d  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s



What Grand Island  
Public Schools Offer
Our success depends upon our 
students’ success – from the 
moment they enter our doors 

on the first day of school to the moment 
they leave high school well-prepared for the future.  
 
The school district offers:

• Outstanding academic, athletic, and fine arts opportunities

• Highly trained teachers

• Long history of students’ high academic achievement

• �Wide array of Advanced Placement and college courses  
for high school students

• Outstanding alternative and special needs programs

• High quality staff development program

• State-of-the-art technology resources

• �Memorial Stadium with new track and new artificial turf  
all-purpose field at the high school

• �1,350-seat auditorium at the high school with top-notch  
lighting and sound systems

• Well-maintained buildings

• Parent organizations and booster clubs that support students

• Extensive opportunities for High Ability Learners

• TeamMates Mentoring Program for secondary students

Student Learning
Student success is measured in a variety of ways, including
district, state, and national assessments:

• �District assessments in reading, writing, science,  
social studies, and math

• Nebraska State Assessments (NeSA) in reading and math

• ���Nationally normed achievement test in reading,  
language arts, and math:

       * The Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) for third- through 8th-graders.

       *� The Iowa Test of Educational Development (ITED) for ninth- and  
11th-graders.

Student achievement results are posted at www.gips.org.

Middle Schools
In addition to the instructional areas available in elementary 
schools, classes in Career and Technology Education, Family  
and Consumer Science, and health education are available at  
the three middle schools. Numerous activities are available at 
each middle school, including competitive and intramural  
sports and clubs.

High Ability Learners in middle school can participate in  
content specific seminars,  Academic Quiz Bowl, Duke Talent 
Search, Geography Bee, the Golden Sower program, science  
fair, numerous contests and competitions, and the Thinking  
Cap Quiz Bowl.

High School
Grand Island Senior High School offers a myriad of programs, 
facilities, and opportunities for students, including:

• �The chance to earn college credits without leaving  

the high school campus

• �An impressive list of activities in which students can  

participate, ranging from fine arts to foreign language  

clubs to clubs for academic areas

• �A full array of Nebraska School Activities Association  

sports and activities

• One of two high school planetariums in the state

• Grand Island’s largest auditorium and the Little Theater

• �The Student Wellness Center, the only on-site school  

student wellness center in the state, which is operated  

by Saint Francis Medical Center

• �Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps,  

medical career pathway, and construction technology  

pathway programs

• �Outstanding strength training room, wrestling room,  

2,900 seat gym and two other gyms, and two-field  

softball complex

• The Indra Transitional Learning Center

Every Student, Every Day, a Success!   www.gips.org

In educating students, we teach hearts as well as minds.

Prepared for the Future
The majority of Grand Island Public Schools graduates  
attend colleges in Nebraska, and a number of students qualify 
to attend prestigious colleges such as Yale, Northwestern  
University,  Vanderbilt, Marquette University, Georgetown  
University, Grinnell College, and Boston College. Grand Island 
Senior High School graduates report that they are well-prepared 
for college, noting that some of their high school teachers were 
as good as or better than their college instructors.

Early Learning Center
The Early Learning Center provides a nurturing and caring
environment that develops each child’s potential for learning
through a balanced approach, to include age-appropriate,  
individually appropriate, and culturally and linguistically  
appropriate practices. This comprehensive child development 
program focuses on education, health, nutrition, family involve-
ment, and family support. Preschool classes for 3- to 5-year-olds
occur Monday through Thursday with a morning and an  
afternoon session.

Elementary Schools
The importance of neighborhood
elementary schools in Grand Island is
illustrated by the 14 elementary schools
that are within walking distance of
students’ homes. Instructors are highly
trained to teach an integrated language
arts program, math, science, social
studies, P.E., instructional technology
and media, visual arts, vocal music, and
instrumental music. School counselors
and social workers are available at each school. Students  
can participate in after-school and summer school programs.

Opportunities for High Ability Learners include Destination 
Discovery, the Golden Sower program, a student written  
and produced musical, science fair, numerous contests and  
competitions, and the Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl.


